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Why am I receiving this Notification? 
The Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) has identified the need to develop the electric transmission 
system in the Foothills area1. You have been identified as an occupant, resident or landowner in an area 
where transmission facilities could be installed or modified as part of future transmission system plans. 
This Notification provides information to explain why transmission system development is required and to 
describe the AESO’s plans for the Foothills Area Transmission Development (FATD), a multi-year plan to 
meet the growing transmission needs of the Foothills area.  

 
Why is transmission system development needed? 
Transmission system development, primarily concentrated on the 240kV (240,000 volt) system, in 
Foothills area is needed to: 

• Ensure the transmission system will serve demand in developing areas  

To serve continuing urban and industrial development, expansion of the 240kV transmission 
system, and portions of the 138kV system in the Foothills area, is required.  Electricity is most 
commonly transmitted at 240kV and 138kV within regional areas of the province. 

• Enable new generation facilities to serve growing consumer demand 

New power plants are planned in the south of Alberta to serve growing demand in areas such as 
the Foothills and the greater Calgary areas. Transmission system developments are required to 
improve the movement of power between the future generating plants and the load centres where 
it is consumed. 

• Maintain reliable electricity supply 

Electricity consumption in the Foothills area is forecasted to increase by approximately 30% in the 
next decade. Increasing electricity flows are causing parts of the transmission system to operate 
close to capacity. Concerns exist for the reliable operation of the existing transmission system.  
Consequently, system developments are required in the Foothills area to ensure the transmission 
system will continue to operate reliably in the future as both demand and supply increase. 

 

How will AESO meet this need?  
The AESO’s FATD plan is designed to meet the growing transmission needs of the Foothills area. The 
AESO will include the specific developments of the FATD in three needs identification documents (NID) to 
be submitted to the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) for approval.  An overview of the NIDs is set out 
below:  

1. In its first NID the AESO will address the need for a new substation, to be called Foothills 
237S, located in the Municipal District (MD) of Foothills. The AESO has been consulting with 
stakeholders on the need for the Foothills 237S substation since November of 2010, and 
plans to file its NID with the AUC in the spring of 2011.  

2. The AESO’s second NID will address the need for new transmission lines in the Foothills 
area that are required to integrate new developments, including the Foothills substation 

                                                 
1 The areas where transmission system developments will occur include South Calgary, and the areas surrounding the towns of 
Langdon, High River, Okotoks. 



The AESO is committed to protecting your personal privacy in accordance with Alberta's Personal Information 
Protection Act. Any personal information collected by the AESO with regard to this project may be used to provide 
you with further information about the project, may be disclosed to the Alberta Utilities Commission (and as a result, 
may become public), and may also be disclosed to the AltaLink and ENMAX as the legal owners of transmission 
facilities in your area.. If you have any questions about how the AESO will use and disclose your personal 
information, please contact us at 1-888-866-2959 or at stakeholder.relations@aeso.ca   
 

described in no. 1 and the new ENMAX No. 65 substation being developed as part of a 
separate development, into the existing transmission system. New transmission lines will also 
be developed in the Okotoks and High River areas. To accommodate the planned 
transmission line developments, upgrades and modifications will be required at existing 
substations, including Janet and Langdon.2 

This notification is being sent to occupants, residents and landowners within the areas where 
transmission facilities included in the AESO’s second NID application may potentially be 
located. The AESO plans to file this NID with the AUC in late 2011. 

3. The AESO’s third NID will address the need for additional new transmission system 
developments in the South Calgary area. New transmission lines will be developed to 
connect the new Foothills 237S substation referred to in No. 1 above and the existing Sarcee 
substation in Calgary’s southwest. New transmission lines will be developed between the 
new ENMAX No. 65 and the existing ENMAX No. 41 substation.  

The AESO intends to begin consultation with stakeholders on this third NID in the fall of 2011, 
and plans to file the related NID with the AUC in 2012. 

 

Who is the AESO?  
Alberta’s transmission system, sometimes referred to as the Alberta Interconnected Electric System 
(AIES) or “grid,” is planned and operated by the Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO). The 
transmission system is comprised of the high voltage lines, towers and equipment that transmit electricity 
from generators to lower voltage systems that distribute it to cities, towns, rural areas and large industrial 
customers. Our job is to maintain safe, reliable and economic operation of the provincial transmission 
grid. Our planning responsibility includes identifying needed transmission development and 
recommending preferred options to meet these needs. We are regulated by the Alberta Utilities 
Commission (AUC) and must apply for approval of the transmission system needs we identify. Further, 
the AESO is also mandated to facilitate the interconnection of qualified electricity generators and new 
load customers to the provincial transmission grid. 

 

How Are AltaLink and ENMAX involved? 
AltaLink Management Ltd. (AltaLink) and ENMAX Power Corporation (ENMAX) are the legal owners of 
transmission facilities in your area. As noted above, the AESO is responsible for determining the need for 
transmission system development. ENMAX and AltaLink are responsible for filing applications for 
approval to construct and operate transmission facilities with the AUC.  AltaLink and ENMAX have been 
consulting with, and will continue to consult with potentially affected occupants, residents, and 
landowners, as well as other stakeholders, regarding proposed locations for transmission lines and 
substations. 

The AESO appreciates the views of stakeholders. Your comments and suggestions on the plan for 
transmission system development are encouraged. If you have any questions or suggestions regarding 
the need for transmission system development in the proposed study area or the AESO’s application 
regarding this need, please contact: 

 
AESO Stakeholder Relations 

1-888-866-2959 
stakeholder.relations@aeso.ca 

 2500, 330 – 5th Avenue SW 
Calgary, Alberta T2P 0L4 

                                                 
2 To maintain development schedules, the AESO may consider filing separate NIDs for portions of the 
developments planned for these areas. This will be determined by the AESO at a later date.  


